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1. Llang and Ge (2014) discuss the criminal defense practices in Chinese courtrooms. Through an empirical inquiry, the authors examine how criminal defense is carried out in Chinese courtrooms. The authors observed 325 real criminal trials from 55 District People’s Courts in J province to try to determine and understand the role of Chinese criminal defense attorneys. This study looks, especially, into the process of preparing and presenting the cases by the defense attorneys. What factors can you consider when comparing the Chinese criminal justice system with the Western industrialized countries like the United States or the United Kingdom? What evolutions have taken place in China’s criminal justice system in the last three decades, especially regarding the defense and prosecution of cases, and how have they impacted the criminal justice system’s performance? Based on the recent changes that have happened in the last decade, do you believe that the Chinese criminal justice system is more effective than it was before? If so, how?
2. Hasisi and Weitzer (2007) examine the relationship between the police and the Arabs as well as Jews in Israel. Based on different aspects of policing in Israel, this paper examines and depicts the views of two major ethnic groups in Israel, which influence their relationship with the law enforcement agencies. The study found that Arabs, compared to their Jews counterparts, are more critical of the law enforcement agencies. The authors also noted that these differences are important in the formation of other views as they act as critical variables. Another important finding noted by Hasisi and Weitzer is that policing in Israel is ethnically divided with the ethnic views influence the members’ attitudes towards law enforcement and the criminal justice as a whole. Do you believe that ethnicity has a role in the public’s understanding and perception of the criminal justice system? What are measures can help create a trustful relationship between the public and the criminal justice system in an ethnically polarized society? In an ethnically polarized society like Israel and United States, is there a real threat that the minority group presents to the dominant group, which would justify the contention that extends to the criminal justice system?
3. Shambayati (2004) discusses the criminal justice process in Iran and Turkey, specifically looking at the relationship between the courts and politics. The author asserts that Iran and Turkey do not fit in the democratic space or even authoritarian group, and yet they have a system that works for their people, characterized by frequent elections, political processes, and other important political aspects. The author depicts the similarities between these two countries which include their commitment to constitutionalism, division of sovereignty, and prominence of the judicial system in the political arena. What role do the political institutions play in shaping the criminal justice system of a country? Do you believe that these influences are positive or good for the country’s judicial system? Take a case study of the United States. Do you believe that judicialization of politics is good for the country, especially in a polarized society like the United States?
4. Jones and Newburn (2005) compare the criminal justice policy-making process in the United States and the United Kingdom. The authors look into the recent developments in the policy-making process in both U.S. and the U.K. in particular to the establishment of the punitive laws that have also given rise to more crime-curbing measures including zero-tolerance policies, youth curfews, and sex offender registration. What are the negative effects of the increasing punitive penal policies in the United States? What structural and cultural changes have influenced the criminal justice and penal policies?
5. Hasisi and Weitzer (2007) discuss the relationship between the police and the two ethnic communities in Israel, Arabs, and Jews. The authors highlight the contention between these two groups and their impact on the criminal justice system’s fairness perception on the public. Based on the views of the two ethnic groups regarding different aspects of policing in Israel, the authors establish that Arabs are more critical of the police than their Jews counterparts. However, this perception is influenced by the ethnic polarization and difference between the minority and the majority. What evidence do you see that shows extreme polarization and influences how policing is organized in the United States? What factors do you think influence police relations with the members of the public?
